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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Greetings Top Cats 

Such confusion in my mind...Do I thank 
you all for voting for me or for not running 
against me. In any case we have a 
board that includes some old faces and 
a few new. It appears to be a Board that 
will keep the club moving in a positive 
direction and look for ways to make 
things better. 

So what does the year have in store for 
us? Let's start with activities. There will be 
extra effort to come up with new ride 
routes and destinations. We already have 
several being planned, including some 
shorter Brunch rides and a multiple night 
Door County ride. It's no secret that in my 
mind it's all about the rides. This of course 
rolls down to its all about Road Captains. 
They are the life blood of this and any 
other riding club. Without them and the 
hard work they perform we would quick-
ly become a club no one would want to 
be a part of. In each of the past 4 years 
we have been fortunate to have 20 or 
more opportunities for riding. Not all met 
each member's desires, but it is hoped 
that the mix provided everyone with 
something they liked. 

We would like to have the calendar 
booked before the season starts. We are 
halfway there already. Still, many dates 
and events are open for you to choose 
from. 

We have had some Road Captains step 
up each year, others we have not heard 

from for a long time. Each year it is critical 
that we have new people earn their 
Road Captain rocker. Have you been 
thinking about becoming a Road 
Captain? If so, we have all the help you 
will ever need so you can accomplish 
that goal. 

There are also a few new social events 
being looked at. Ways to get together 
during the off season and catch up with 
each other. 

We also have a tradition of safety to 
maintain. This can be accomplished by 
attending our G.R.A.S.S classes and mak-
ing better use of our Senior Road Captain 
resources. This club has so much experi-
ence at its disposal and we need to use it. 

Many of us attended the accident scene 
management class this past month. It was 
a very well structured class and I am sure 
you will see some articles that go into 
more detail. The bottom line is every Top 
Cat would benefit from the class. If there 
is enough interest another class could be 
held in 2007. 

The bottom line is we are here to have 
fun. That is the core benefit of being in a 
club. 2007 will be no exception and it is 
my intention to make that happen. 

Gary 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Brandt Gary President 847-546-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  

Lunde John VP 815-459-2488 mongerl@hotmail.com  

Malia Thomas Treasurer 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  

Prettyman Chuck Past Pres. 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  

Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  

Adams Lynn Director 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Director 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  

COMMITTEES 

Adams Lynn Charity 847-657-9363 adams2144@comcast.net  

Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  

Case Ric GRASS 847-550-6543 rcase@comcast.net  

Lunde John Road Captains 847-459-2488 mongerl@hotmail.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Webmaster 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  

Smith Greg Activities 847-870-0957 vethog@comcast.net  

Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 630-327-8139 Bcarmody@email.com  
Sgt at Arms 

ACTIVITIES 
JANUARY — APRIL 2007 

Jan 02 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 

Jan 09 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 

Jan 28 Road Cpts Mtg Connie's Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 9:00am W. Kirkpatrick 

Jan 26 Top Cats Dinner Medieval Times Schaumburg 6:30pm Greg Smith 

Feb 06' General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 

Feb 10 Top Cats Banquet Milrose Brewery S. Barrington 7:30pm Top Cats Board 

Feb 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 

Feb 25 GRASS Class Connie's Clubhouse Buffalo Grove 8:30am R. Case 

Mar 06 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 
Mar 13 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 

Apr 10 General Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 

Apr 15 Kickoff Ride TBD TBD TBD TBD 
Apr 17 Board Meeting Durty Nellies Palatine 7:30pm G. Brandt 

Apr 22 Long Distance Ride TBD TBD TBD L. Scalzitti 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
December 5, 2006 

By Keith Zawila 

Sgt at Arms Bill Ryan called the meeting to 
order at 7:36 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

We welcomed the following guests: Fred 
Radke (guest of Bard Boand), and Bob 
Kleeman (guest of Carl Marcyan). 

President Chuck Prettyman called on Past 
President Jim Heniff to conduct the election. 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer): We have $2,470 in 
our Charity Ride account, and $4,900 in our 
Operating Account. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
- Introduced Greg Smith for updates on 
activities. We currently have 8 rides scheduled 
for 2007. Outings are planned for Medieval 
Times (Jan 26), and our annual banquet at 
Millrose Brewing (Feb 10). Please check the 
website for additional information. 
- Introduced Bard Boand who provided 
information on this year's Sturgis ride. He'll 
be happy to lead it if there is sufficient interest. 
Please contact Bard. 

Larry Scalzitti (Long Distance Rides). 
Distributed a flyer describing the work being 
performed by the Patriot Guard Riders. He 
suggested we visit their website ( www.patri-
otguard.org  ) for additional information on 
this worthwhile group. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
- Mentioned plans are progressing on 
this year's Charity Ride (to be held July 29th). 
Lots of work needs to be accomplished to 
make this successful. If you'd like to help, 
please contact Lynn, Greg Smith, or John 
LaMonica. 
- Introduced Bob Carmody who reported 
there are no new members to present this 
month. 

- Mentioned that 20 TopCats participated 
in the Accident Scene Management course 
this past weekend. They not only had fun, but 
learned a valuable lesson about PACT (pre-
venting further injuries, accessing the situa-
tion, communicating with EMS, and treating 
injuries). 
- Introduced Wayne Kirkpatrick who 
mentioned a national study indicating the age 
of 60 is now being considered 'middle age'. 
Additionally, requested article contributions 
from the membership for ROAR, and noted the 
annual Road Captains meeting will be held 
between now and the end of January (more 
information to follow). 
- Wayne introduced Bard Boand for a 
safety tip. 	Bard discussed his recent 
December ROAR Kaution Korner article cover-
ing some things he learned while riding in 
China. There are some rules to riding there 
(i.e. there are lots of rules, there are no rules, 
and rules 1 and 2 can be simultaneously 
applied). Assuming one's immortality is a 
requirement of all road users. There are prop-
er ways to use a horn (also known as a sonic 
fender). And, traffic entering a road from the 
right has priority, as does traffic from the left, 
and traffic in the middle. The most important 
thing to remember either in China or here is to 
always expect the unexpected. Please read 
this article in the December ROAR. 

Jim Henff (Past President) 
Announced the results of the annual election: 
- Gary Brandt - President 
- John Lunde - Vice-President 
- Keith Zawila - Secretary 
- Tom Malia - Treasurer 
- Andy Konsewicz - Director 

Comments were taken from the floor. 

Congratulations to Bill Yates on winning the 
50/50 raffle. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 



TopCats Board Meeting Minutes 
December 12, 2006 

By Keith Zawila 

Board Members: 
Present: Chuck Prettyman, Gary Brandt, Keith 
Zawila, Carl Marcyan, Don Schaffer. Jim Heniff 

Absent: Lynn Adams, Windy Krepel, Tom 
Malia, 

Guests: Andy Konsewicz, Greg Smith, Wayne 
Kirkpatrick, Terry Kumro, John Lunde. 

Proceedings: 
President Chuck Prettyman called the meeting 
to order at 7:30 pm. 

The Minutes from the November meeting, pre-
viously distributed, were approved. 

Carlton Marcyan (Treasurer) 
Reported the switch over of club signatures for 
the bank has begun. Documentation will be 
forwarded to the new signees. He will also pre-
pare a corporate resolution to list the new offi-
cers for the bank. The latest Profit and Loss 
Statement was discussed. We currently have 
$4,985 in our Operating account, and $2,470 in 
the Charity account. Per last meeting's 
request, Don Schaffer reviewed printouts of our 
accounts and recommended adjustments 
should be made to how we are reporting insur-
ance coverage and some other miscellaneous 
expenses. Insurance costs for the past two 
years had not been allocated to or paid by the 
Charity ride, and for the year prior to that, insur-
ance had been allocated to charity but the cost 
had not been reimbursed to the General 
account. This will be adjusted. The Financial 
Report was approved. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
Planning continues for 2007. We have 10 - 11 
rides scheduled on our 2007 calendar. The cal-
endar on our website is up to date. There is a 
non-ride activity scheduled for January, and 
other non-ride activities are being considered. 

Don Schaffer (Director) 
No updates to report on work being done on the 
website. Several emails have gone unan-
swered. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Introduced Wayne Kirkpatrick who provided a 
status on the results of the Safety Committee's 
2006 goals. Discussions ensued on various 
aspects of it. 

Jim Heniff (Past President) 
Reported we've opened up a dialogue with the 
owner of Durty Nellie's about issues and con-
flicts we've encountered during our General 
Meetings. We're attempting to resolve these 
issues. Jim will keep us updated. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for January 9th, 
7:30 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:04 pm. 

Congratulations to the 2007 Top Cats Board 
By Jim Heniff 

Elections were held on 5 Dec and our 2007 Board will 
comprise... 

Executive Committee 

President - Gary Brandt 
Vice President - John Lunde 
Secretary - Keith Zawila 
Treasurer - Tom Malia 
Past President - Chuck Prettyman 

Board of Directors 

Lynn Adams 
Windy Krepel 
Andy Konsewicz 

I encourage every member to pass on your personal 
congratulations and best wishes to the members of our 
2007 Board and your appreciation to; Chuck Prettyman 
for his year of rock - solid leadership as President, Carl 
Marcyan for his stellar tenure as Treasurer, and Don 
Shaffer for his dedicated service as Director and past 
Treasurer. 



Kaution Korner 
Things to Think About 

By Jim Heniff 

You pick up a motorcycle magazine and read a 
road test on bike that has caught your attention. 
Almost invariably the tester begins describing a 
process where he becomes familiar with the 
controls, the feel for how the machine handles 
and other characteristics of the bike. As he 
warms to the machine, he becomes more 
aggressive pushing the bike to its limits and 
reports to the readers of the article his findings. 
Whether the tester is operating the motorcycle 
on the street or the controlled environment of a 
race track, this pattern is pretty much universal 
from the scribes of the motorcycling media. 
Why? The machine is new to them and they 
need this period of familiarization to feel com-
fortable with the test subject and develop their 
confidence level. There is a lesson here. If 
those who ride and test bikes all year round 
enter their test session cautiously to begin with, 
recreational riders such as ourselves should 
heed their example and apply it to our everyday 
riding. Start out slow. 

This is doubly true when we have an occasion 
to ride a bike other than our own. Renting while 
on a vacation is common among our club mem-
bers. It will probably be a motorcycle model dif-
ferent than the one you normally ride, maybe 
even another brand. Find an unobstructed 
parking lot and spend the time necessary to 
bring yourself up to speed before venturing out 
into the mean streets. 
From safe operational comfort let's move to 
actual body comfort. Two of the many chal-
lenges that face motorcyclists are dealing with 
the significant temperature differentials occur-
ring during the early and late parts of the riding 
season. If you are uncomfortable it will detract 
from your operational skills as any distraction 
will. A human torso will protect itself by directing 
blood from the extremities to the vital organs of 
the body under stress caused by cold. As the 
blood flow lessens in your hands and feet they 
become less able to perform the required func- 

tions in the operation of a motorcycle. The most 
basic clothing concept for outdoor endeavors in 
cold conditions is layering. Ric Case has men-
tioned this technique in the GRASS presenta-
tions for as long as I can remember. You can 
always remove garments as the temperature 
rises. To the motorcyclist advantage, hi-tech 
fabrics from other sports have been integrated 
into motorcycle specific clothing. This clothing 
also works well in the heat of the day. There is 
no reason to be uncomfortable or expose one-
self to undue risk by not being properly clothed 
for the conditions. One step further is the addi-
tion of electrically heated grips and seats hard 
wired to your machine to keep you toasty and 
the decadence of a complete head to toe elec-
tric clothing. It is hard to keep the smile off your 
face when the other bikers riding with you are 
turning blue on a late Fall ride and you are turn-
ing the thermostat down because you are get-
ting to warm. 

Your bike is mechanically sound. You have 
good operational knowledge of the machine 
you are about to ride. You are dressed or have 
with you the gear to protect you from the ele-
ments you may encounter on the ride. But has 
the operator taken a good hard look at their 
own physical condition. How is your eyesight, 
your hearing? Will you have the stamina to put 
3,4,5 days or longer in a row of 300 plus miles 
in the heat, rain or cold? Or will you be hanging 
on for dear life praying for a rest stop to come 
up soon? 

You don't want to be looking for the horn button 
when your concentration should be on the road 
ahead. You shouldn't be wishing for the cold 
weather gauntlet gloves you didn't wear when 
your hand is locked in a frozen claw around the 
grip and barely moveable. You don't want to 
find yourself needing aid to get off your bike 
and help to park it because fatigue had set in to 
a point you couldn't do it yourself because you 
over estimated or did not give a thought to your 
own physical capabilities. 

Think about it. Prepare. Ride safe. 



Instant Humiliation! 
By Traveler 

There are way too many ways in life to be humiliated. We 
don't seek these opportunities out but... they invariably find 
us. You know what I mean if you've ever introduced your 
current spouse by your last spouse's name or, you finished 
last in any competitive event or, you were the last one 
picked for a team. I don't believe, short of Hollywood stunt 
men, that there are hoards of riders out there just looking for 
a time, method, and place to be humiliated by dropping their 
bike, loosing control, falling or just laying it down easy. 

When it comes to motorcycles, there are two laws of nature 
that every experienced rider can attest to. The first is that 
you will never drop a bike unless there is a crowd of at least 
10 other riders to witness this embarrassing act of demon-
strated incompetence. The second is that all riders, at one 
time in their riding career, will drop their bike. 

The chances of dropping a scooter sharply increase when 
you push the envelope of safety in four basic ways. 1.) 
Drink and ride, 2.) Ride when you're very cold, 3.) Ride in 
the rain and, 4.)Be inattentive. Assuming we all know about 
1.) thru 3.), we'll look at number 4.). Of course, if you enjoy 
riding and you never encounter any of these conditions, 
don't bother reading any further. Instead, write an article on 
how you avoid them and submit it to ROAR...a lot of us 
would be interested. 

I suppose there are as many ways to drop your bike as there 
are places to ride it...endless. With the help of Scott Harper 
of A.B.A.T.E. of Northern Illinois, it doesn't hurt to review 
some of the easiest ways to lose it. Now this is a test. Give 
yourself one point for every one of these that you've ever 
experienced. If you score one or more points, first you're 
honest and, second, you need to make a resolution not to 
repeat it in 2007! 

Kick stand sinks in mud/dirt/hot asphalt 

Ride aggressively on wet grass with street tires 

Back down a slope with a full tank of fuel (Top heavy) 

Get your shoelace caught in the gear shift. (Wear boots!) 

Forget to unlock the steering lock when you take off 

Get off your bike when it's running, forget its in gear 

Refuel while seated, then get off and forget the kick stand 

Park behind a mini - van and try to get out of the way 
quick 

Kick your kick stand down hard and have it bounce back 
up 

Put your foot down in grease at a toll booth 
Use too much power taking off from a toll booth 

Co rider gets foot caught on saddlebag when dismounting 

Very little tire tread...very much rain 

Park pointing downhill 

Co rider jumps off before you're ready 

High bike...low rider 

Sharp turn...cold tires 

Flat tire while parked (Weight shifts and down it goes.) 

Ride beyond your limits, trying to keep up with someone 
else who is probably riding beyond his limits 

Back your bike down a ramp, by yourself 

Accelerate too fast with a co rider aboard (Great view of 
the sky though.) 

Let your buddy take it for a spin 

Run out of fuel in a high speed turn 

Lock the front brake on a slippery surface 

Miss the turn and run off into the grass 

Put your foot in a hole when stopped 

Put your foot in a hole when you stop 

Let a non rider sit on your bike 

Forget it's in gear when you start it 

Rev the engine, pop the clutch, put your feet on the pegs 
and forget to put it in gear 

Some of these sound pretty stupid but the old adage...if it 
can happen...it will happen, comes into play. Always stay 
focused, avoid unsafe riding environments and, never, ever 
let your unemployed brother - in - law, who has never rid-
den, take it for a ride. 



Annual Road Captains 
Pow Wow 

By Traveler 

Our annual gathering of Road Captains and Senior 
Road Captains will be held on Sunday, January 28 
from 9:00 AM to noon at Connie's Clubhouse 
(Where we conduct GRASS) in Buffalo Grove. 

This year's forum will include discussions on... 

2006 Safety Program Recap 
2007 Safety Committee Goals 
Safety Comittee Positions 
Road Captain Certification 
2007 Road Captain Re Certification 
GRASS Schedule and Instructors 

STURGIS Hack Rills Rally and 
Laces /GU/ 

By Activities 

Greetings Top Cats... 

It's never too early to be talking about next 
years activities and it is important that we 
have a pulse on the interest in the 2007 
Sturgis Ride. This is the traditional ride that 
leaves on the Wednesday prior to official 
start of Sturgis, stops in Mankato Mn, Pierre 
SD, through the Badlands, a stop at Wall 
Drug and then on to the Alex Johnson 
Hotel in Rapid City, SD for the remainder of 
your visit. 

In the past 11 years the hotels have held 
rooms for us in advance. Last year's rider 
turnout was the lowest in years. We are 
now faced with a reality check for 2007. 
Before the hotels can commit to blocking 
rooms for us, we need to have a feel for 
what the interest is. 

If you think you have a 75% or better 
chance of going to Sturgis following the 
traditional method, as described above, 
please let Bard Boand (847) 381-1393, 
bard.boand@att.net  or Activities 
Committee know by the next General 
Meeting. 

The number of rooms held for Top Cats will 
be determined based on your response. 

First time you have considered going to 
Sturgis? This is the best, safest way to go. 
You do not have to do anything but follow 
the experts. It is clearly the way to see the 
sights and learn the ropes. You will have a 
lot of fun, and don't worry, its not as intimi-
dating as you may think. 



Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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